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whose supply of men was supposed to be unlimited, would advance on Germany from the east, and compel the enemy to withdraw a large part of his army from France to defend his homelands. The Russians did indeed perform a signal service to the Allies by their attack on East Prussia before the battle of the Marne, but that ended in the terrible disaster which Hindenburg inflicted on them in the battle of Tannen-burg, and being ill-equipped and short of rifles and munitions, they had all they could do at the beginning of the war to repel the Austrian invasion of Poland, and to maintain their own line in front of Warsaw against German attack. By keeping the German and Austrian armies engaged and exhausting their man-power, Russia was to contribute immensely to the final victory, but the expectation entertained in 1914 that she would play the crushing part of a " steam-roller " was doomed to disappointment.
Turkey Joins Germany
The war at sea opened with a mishap which was more serious in its consequences than many major disasters. This was the escape of the German ships, Goeben and Breslau which, making their way to Constantinople, gave German power in that city a visible and material ascendancy over the moral influence of the Allies. The Turks had been embittered by the commandeering for the British fleet of two battle-ships under construction for them in British shipyards, and though this act was entirely legitimate and according to the contract under which the ships were constructed, it offered easy material for the Germans to work upon. The Goeben and die Breslau, though continuing to be manned by German officers and crews, were now nominally transferred to Turkey to compensate her fot the ships taken by Great Britain; and after a period of diplomatic fendng which masked the fact that the Turks were botod to the Central Powers by a secret agreement, these two ships forced the issue by shelling Russian Black Sea ports (October 28).
The addition of Turkey to their enemies greatly complicated the task of the Allies. It shut off the easiest road of communication and supply between the Western Allies and Russia; it required Great Britain to take measures for the defence ofst and evenly balanc had ever witnessed.
